
Gender-
based 
violence in 
cyberspace













1 Oct. 2023

EU becomes party to 
the Istanbul 
Convention

6 Feb. 2024

Political agreement on the 
Directive on combating 
violence against women 
and domestic violence
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violence





ECHR RECOGNIZES DIGITAL FORMS 
OF VIOLENCE AS BREACH OF 

PRIVATE LIFE -
BUTURUGĂ V. ROMANIA (56867/15, 

11 FEBRUARY 2020)

ALLEGATIONS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
AND OF VIOLATIONS OF THE 

CONFIDENTIALITY OF ELECTRONIC 
CORRESPONDENCE BY THE FORMER 
HUSBAND OF THE APPLICANT WHO 

COMPLAINED OF SHORTCOMINGS IN 
THE SYSTEM FOR PROTECTING VICTIMS 

OF THIS TYPE OF VIOLENCE















https://decoders.amnesty.org/projects/troll-patrol/findings
https://balkaninsight.com/2021/10/11/new-north-macedonia-online-sex-abuse-scandal-targets-roma-women/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/03/online-violence-against-women-chapter-2/
https://www.publico.es/sociedad/violencia-mujeres-sido-prioridad-y.html
https://www.publico.es/sociedad/violencia-mujeres-sido-prioridad-y.html
https://pace.coe.int/en/files/29589/html


“Macedonian society shows a tacit tolerance of violence towards women, 
considering it “normal” or “usual”, as part of the traditional culture of the 
society” (AIRE, 2023: 39).

In North Macedonia, the data on other forms of gender-based violence are 
sporadic, and still, there is no systematic following of these crimes. This 
means that still there is no research on the digital dimensions of gender-
based violence. Still haven’t been done analysis on violence against certain 
social groups of women, such as elderly women, women sexual workers, 
LBTI women, women in rural areas, women migrants, women from ethnic 
minorities, women with disabilities, etc., who are more vulnerable to 
intersectional discrimination and abuse (GREVIO, 2023: 29).

In an OSCE public survey about gender-based violence, 7% of women have 
been stalked by an unknown person (53%) or intimate partner (30%). In 48% 
the stalking process lasted for a few months, and besides being followed 
physically, the victims received phone calls, SMS, e-mails, and messages on 
social media (OSCE, 2019: 34-35). 
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Recommendations

Institutions; More data; 

Stronger legal 
framework;

Collaboration 
between 
institutions;

Training for 
staff;



angelina.stanojoska@uklo.edu.mk

mailto:angelina.stanojoska@uklo.edu.mk
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